
 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 

 

Petition Number: PE1363 

Main Petitioner: Ken MacLennan 

Subject: Apology from the Scottish Government to the Scottish 

Gypsy/Traveller community. 

Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to formally and 
publicly apologise for the ill treatment by Governments and public bodies of 
the Scottish Gypsy/Traveller community. 

Introduction 

The petitioner raises a number of points in relation to historical, cultural, policy 
and legislative issues affecting the Scottish Gypsy/Traveller community. His 
main concern is regarding what he describes as, “the marginalisation and 
discrimination of the Gypsy/Traveller community as an ethnic group in 
Scotland”. 

Gypsies/Travellers in Scotland 

Recent data on the number1 of Gypsies/Travellers in Scotland estimates there 
to be typically around 700 Gypsies/Traveller households in Scotland 
throughout the summer months2. However, a recent review suggests that the 
twice yearly count may capture as little as a third to a half of the total 
Gypsy/Traveller population in Scotland due to undercounting which is known 
to be very significant in some parts of Scotland3. 

Progress on Discrimination 

The Scottish Parliament’s Equal Opportunities Committee (EOC) put forward 
37 recommendations in its 2001 inquiry into Gypsies/Travellers and public 
sector policies.  A summary of the Committee’s recommendations can be 
found in the following link: 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/historic/equal/reports-
01/eor01-01-vol01-01.htm The Committee agreed that Gypsies/Travellers 
should be regarded as an ethnic group in the framing of legislation and in 

                                            
1
 Since 1998, a twice yearly count (in January and July) has been undertaken in Scotland.  

These counts offer an indication and estimate of trends in accommodation, travelling patterns 
and population size of the Gypsies/Traveller community in local authority sites, unauthorised 
encampments and private sites. 
2 Britain,A Thorton, C, Miller, M, and Shand, K (2010) Review of the Twice Yearly Count of 
Gypsies/Travellers in Scotland. Scottish Government. 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/03/05103811/0 
3
 Ibid. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1363.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/historic/equal/reports-01/eor01-01-vol01-01.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/historic/equal/reports-01/eor01-01-vol01-01.htm
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/03/05103811/0
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policies relating to all public services. The Scottish Government’s initial 
response to the recommendations was published in October 2001. 

In April 2005, the EOC undertook a review of the progress made on equalities 
for Scottish Gypsies / Travellers since the 2001 inquiry. In October 2005, it 
published its Preliminary findings on Gypsy / Travellers - Review of Progress. 
This concluded that the majority of recommendations in the previous report 
had not been implemented and that very little progress had been made in the 
intervening four years.  In October 2008, an employment appeal tribunal4 
overturned the finding of an earlier tribunal and ruled that Scottish Gypsies / 
Travellers are a distinct ethnic group, thus bringing them within the protection 
of the Race Relations Act 1976. 

A recent Equality and Human Rights Commission report presents findings 
from a wide-ranging review undertaken in 2009 on inequalities, discrimination 
and human rights issues affecting Gypsies/Travellers in England, Scotland 
and Wales. The review finds a range of discrimination experienced by 
Gypsies/Travellers in the UK including economic exclusion and lack of access 
to employment, health and social care and the education system. It also 
presents evidence of discriminatory experiences in the legal and criminal 
justice systems; racism and outlines the situation of Gypsies/Travellers in 
housing; political participation; religious organisations' work with members of 
the communities and experiences across the life course. 

Scottish Government Action 

The Scottish Government issued a race equality statement in 20085. The 
statement made it clear that Gypsies/Travellers are a particularly 
discriminated against and marginalised group.  The statement also made it 
clear that race legislation is a reserved matter. However, “the Scottish 
Government continues to recognise Gypsies/Travellers as an ethnic group for 
its work and encourages others to do likewise”.  A Gypsy/Traveller Strategic 
Group was established by the then Scottish Executive and met between 
October 2005 and August 2006.  The need for this group arose out of the 
review of local race equality work, conducted by the Executive between June 
2004 and February 2005, which identified this community as being particularly 
discriminated against and as experiencing high levels of racism.  Throughout 
the review process, accommodation, education, community development, 
tackling discrimination and leadership were identified as priority areas of work 
which could be taken forward by the Executive in the devolved setting.  The 
final report of this group fed into the race equality statement. 

In June 2005, the Scottish Executive announced a new three year 
Gypsies/Traveller site development grant. £1m was made available in each of 
the three financial years 2005-06 to 2007-08. Local authorities were invited to 
bid for grant both for improvements to existing local authority sites and for new 
residential or transit sites. In all, 22 local authorities applied for a site grant 
and 18 bids were approved. No applications were received to build new sites  

                                            
4
 Employment Tribunals Judgment, Mr K Maclennan v Gypsy Traveller Education and 

Information Project, S/132721/2007 
5
 http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/Equality/18934/RaceEqualityStatement 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/equal/reports-05/eor05-05.htm
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/research/12inequalities_experienced_by_gypsy_and_traveller_communities_a_review.pdf
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/1137/0091401.doc
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/Equality/18934/RaceEqualityStatement
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and, therefore, all funding was awarded for the upgrading of existing sites. In 
2010/11, £1 million of funding for Gypsy/Traveller sites was rolled up into the 
local government settlements.   

In particular, as part of the Gypsy/Traveller site grant, funding was allocated to 
Perth and Kinross Council to support upgrading of the site at Bobbin Mill and 
for chalet provision.  Funding has been allocated on two occasions and totals 
£211,500.  The Scottish Government continues to monitor the upgrading of 
the site as part of the conditions set out in the funding agreement with Perth 
and Kinross Council.  

Scottish Parliament Action  

As discussed above, the Equal Opportunities Committee undertook an inquiry 
into Gypsies/Travellers in 2001 and followed this up with a report in 2005. In 
addition, Gypsies/Travellers issues were considered as part of the 
Committee’s evidence sessions on the Scottish Government’s race equality 
statement on 10 and 24 March 2009. The Public Petition’s Committee also 
have two open petitions concerning issues affecting the Gypsy/Traveller 
community: PE1333 and PE1321. 

 

Lisa Taylor 
Senior Research Specialist 
07 October 2010 
 
 
SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings 
with petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments 
on any petition briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk 

Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition briefings is 
correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these 
briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent 
changes. 
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